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ZANU PF putting the cart before the horse 

Insistent calls by ZANU PF to hold elec-

tions before critical reforms are carried 

out is a clear indication of the political 

party‟s insincerity and lack of goodwill 

towards Zimbabweans. Despite clear 

statements from both South Africa and 

civil society organisations for the inclu-

sive government to first implement fully 

the Global Political Agreement (GPA) 

with its reforms before elections are 

held, the political party is seemingly 

putting the cart before the horse and 

pushing for an early plebiscite. 

 

Indications on the ground clearly show 

that at this juncture, elections in the 

country are premature and any elec-

toral outcome emerging from the pro-

cess is pre- determined. The political 

environment remains untenable. 29 

prisoners of conscience are locked up at 

the Harare Remand Prison and Chiku-

rubi Maximum Prison awaiting trial on 

trumped up charges of killing a police 

officer at a bar in Glen View. The judici-

ary system continues to use prosecution 

to persecute as witnessed by a number 

of pro- democracy advocates who are 

on trial facing a plethora of charges 

ranging from alleged kidnap to treason. 

The public media is still a ZANU PF 

mouthpiece, churning out hate speech 

against opponents of the party and la-

belling any critics regime change 

agents. Security forces are adamant in 

their support for ZANU PF. Institutions 

of violence are still intact. Repressive 

laws are still in place. Yet ZANU PF still 

insists on early polls.  

 

Civil society organisations have insisted 

that elections should be held after criti-

cal reforms are carried out and that the 

year 2012 should be set aside for dem-

ocratic reforms which include; Constitu-

tional Reform, Institutional Reforms  

and depoliticisation of state institutions, 

Legislative Reform, Creation of a condu-

cive electoral framework and political 

environment, Creation of conditions 

which foster participation of marginal-

ised groups including women and peo-

ple with Disabilities, Transitional Justice 

and National Healing, Media Reform and 

Creation of conditions for free and fair 

elections in line with the Southern Africa 

Development Community (SADC) Princi-

ples and Guidelines for Democratic Elec-

tions. If elections are held under the 

prevailing political environment, the 

process will be tilted in favour of ZANU 

PF and the outcome will undoubtedly be 

pre- determined.  

 

In a speech delivered at the launch of 

the Movement for Democratic Change 

(MDC) publication, Conditions for a Sus-
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tainable Election in Zimbabwe, on the 8th of March 2012, Prime Minister Morgan 

Tsvangirai said,  

‘...all the 24  issues agreed by the parties and endorsed by Cabinet, 

which would have created conditions for a free and fair election 

have not been implemented because they are some among us who 

regard reforms as a way of ceding power. In this regard, we hope 

that the SADC facilitation team will be able to unlock some of the 

logjams and ensure that we abide by our own agreement and 

SADC’s own minimum conditions on the conduct of free and fair 

elections.... The way forward for Zimbabwe remains a free and fair 

election but one only predicated by a process. Anything else would 

be a circus. A circus or a bloodbath masquerading as an election 

would be a mockery and an insult to South Africa, SADC and the AU 

who have all been painstakingly working for the past four years to 

ensure that we hold a credible poll and set the foundation for a 

prosperous Zimbabwe.’ 

ZANU PF‟s reaction to the calls by the South African government to fully implement 

the GPA and democratic reforms is a clear sign of the political party‟s desperation 

to cheat their way to an electoral victory. Comments by ZANU PF politburo mem-

ber and political chameleon, Jonathan Moyo, earlier this week showed just how 

desperate his party is to push for elections with or without reforms. Moyo una-

shamedly claimed that South Africa‟s Foreign Affairs Minister, Nkosana-Mashabane 

has no business commenting on the election issue in Zimbabwe adding that Zim-

babwe „has never been a province of South Africa, is not a province of South Africa 

and will never be a province of South Africa.‟ This is despite the fact that South Af-

rica is the mediator in the Zimbabwean governance crisis.  

 

The inclusive government should level the political field before any election is held 

in the country and that can only be done through effecting genuine democratic re-

forms as is articulated in the GPA. Elections held under the current environment 

are a negation of the people‟s right to self- determination and a reversal of the in-

dependence which our forefathers sacrificed their lives for.  
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Can the Zimbabwean government afford to bail out Air 

Zimbabwe?  

The NewsDay on Wednesday 9 March 

2012 carried a front page article which 

indicated that Government could as-

sume Air Zimbabwe‟s staggering $140 

million debt, which has seen the belea-

guered national airline struggling to re-

capitalize operations over the past two 

years. The statement was made by 

State Enterprises Restructuring Agency 

Executive Director, Edgar Nyoni while 

explaining the agency‟s 2012 strategy to 

resuscitate ailing parastatals to the Par-

liamentary Portfolio Committee on State 

Enterprises and Parastatals. 

 

What is questionable about this decision 

is whether the inclusive government 

with its fair share of challenges, chief 

among them, its failure to adequately 

remunerate civil servants, can actually 

bail out the national airliner. Like most 

parastatals in the country, the airliner is 

a victim of incessant corruption and 

mismanagement resulting from the lack 

of accountable and transparent opera-

tions and is battling imminent industrial 

action by its employees. Moreover, the 

patronage system nurtured over the 

past 31 years by the Mugabe regime is 

coming to haunt Air Zimbabwe and oth-

er parastatals which are on the brink of 

collapse such as the National Railways 

of Zimbabwe (NRZ) and the Zimbabwe 
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Electricity Supply Authority (ZESA). 

Since independence, top ZANU PF offi-

cials and military personnel flagrantly 

looted parastatals, sucking the life out 

of them.  As usual, ordinary citizens 

have carried the burden of recapitaliz-

ing run down parastatals such as ZESA 

and if government assumes the Air 

Zimbabwe debt.  Tax payers will be 

forced to sacrifice their hard earned 

money to „pay for the sins of a few 

selfish individuals who have over the 

years enriched themselves through 

mismanagement of state resources  

and corruption. 

 

Since its formation, government has 

pledged to reform parastatals and to 

establish a clear recovery plan for the 

state enterprises. The current state of 

virtually all parastatals remains unac-

ceptably appalling. Besides being un-

der-capitalized, the parastatals have 

immensely accumulated debt and suf-

fered massive brain drain as a result 

of failing to effectively remunerate  

employees. 

 

Surely Mahatma Gandhi‟s lessons 

many years ago are instructive here in 

Zimbabwe and they are applicable to 

what Zimbabwe is going through to-

day. Gandhi warned against what he 
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called seven social sins, namely politics without principle, wealth without work, 

commerce without morality, pleasure without conscience, education without char-

acter, science without humanity and worship without sacrifice. 

 

The seven social sins by the late Gandhi capture very well the state of our socio-

economic and political affairs today. Zimbabwe is making international news 

headlines for the wrong reasons. Once envied and revered for being the bread-

basket of Africa, the country is now a laughing stock for being an empty basket 

case and experiencing one of the worst political and economic crisis because of 

man-made disasters. 

 

We have suddenly been overcome by the triumph of materialism which has 

caused the illness of the spirit. Corruption has become the ocean that we swim in 

and the air we breathe. It is difficult to separate right from wrong because those 

who wield power can get away with criminal conduct without reprimand. Political 

office has since become a talisman for doing wrong with impunity, a passport for 

looting without jail, and a vehicle for vice without corrective action. Mugabe has 

been strategically positioning his functionaries including former and serving mili-

tary personnel in positions of authority within state institutions to appease them 

and to maintain his 32 year hold on power. 

 

The inclusive government and the Anti-Corruption Commission should hunt down 

corrupt officials who robbed state institutions and bring them before the courts 

regardless of financial status and political affiliation. Zimbabweans cannot contin-

ue shouldering the burdens of  greedy individuals who benefitted from a corrupt 

system. In addition, government should find lasting solutions to the recapitaliza-

tion of state institutions as opposed to bailing them out. The future of Zimbabwe 

depends not only on the much talked about new constitution but a cultural trans-

formation vis-à-vis good governance and corruption. This is because government 

cannot legislate behaviours but can only educate people about the appropriate 

conduct in society, political office and business circles. If people‟s attitudes to-

wards greed for power and wealth, plunder and profligacy don‟t change, the new 

constitution and any other reforms may be good on paper only and may never 

change the situation in the country.  
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‘Empower Rural Women- End hunger and poverty’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition joins the rest of the world in marking the Internation-

al Women's Day which is commemorated annually on the 8th of March. The day 

comes at a time when women across the world are challenged by the global eco-

nomic crisis, civil and political unrest, poverty and hunger. In the midst of such 

challenges, this year‟s theme, “Empower Rural Women-End hunger and poverty,” 

calls for collective and multi-sectored efforts towards uplifting the social, economic 

and political status of women, especially those in rural areas. The theme allows for 

a reflection on the Zimbabwean situation, as the country still grapples with socio-

economic and political crisis. 

While other countries take this day to celebrate the economic, political and social 

achievements of women past, present and future, Zimbabwean women have little 

to celebrate. For them it is a time to reflect on the numerous burdens they carry in 

light of the governance and legitimacy crisis facing the nation. Empowerment for 

women in the country is far from being realised, more so, for those in rural areas. 

The government‟s failure to uphold political stability and thus resuscitate the econ-

omy and create jobs for its people has forced men to leave their families behind in 

search of jobs in other places even beyond the country‟s borders. Many Zimbabwe-

an women now single-handedly head families, bearing the burden of having to 

care for the children, the sick and the elderly.  

Women constitute 52% of the population in Zimbabwe and thus investment target-

ed at them in sectors like health, education, agriculture and infrastructural devel-

opment is key to their empowerment. The government‟s failure to properly man-

age resources and prioritize women‟s issues in Zimbabwe makes one wonder 

whether its programs, like the Indigenization and Empowerment drive, will benefit 
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women or will only serve to make the male dominated political and economic elites 

richer  widening the gender gap.  

The Coalition cautions the government to re-direct its efforts towards the people and 

particularly towards empowering women. It should put in place stern measures to 

fight hunger and poverty as this mostly affects women. The Coalition also urges the 

government to strengthen and support implementation of policies on rural develop-

ment, gender, health, education and others that have a bearing on women‟s issues.  

As the world celebrates the International Women's Day, it is important for women to 

speak with one voice and be at the forefront of development, to take their place in 

upholding peace and demand accountability from their governments.  

Issued by: Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition 

Contact:  

Email: info@crisis.co.zw , media@crisiszimbabwe.org 

Website: www.crisiszimbabwe.org  

You cannot be in charge forever- Mangwana 

The Constitution Select Committee (COPAC) indicated that the draft 

constitution was negotiated within the context of the views of the 

people and that the new constitution will contain an elaborate Bill of 

Rights, Separation of powers, Checks and Balances and Term Limits 

during a media briefing held today, 9 March 2012. Commenting on 

the term limits for both the President and other public office holders, 

COPAC co- Chairperson from ZANU PF, Munyaradzi Paul Mangwana 

said, „You cannot be in charge forever...‟ Mangwana also encouraged 

Zimbabweans to ignore statements made by Professor Jonathan 

Moyo on the envisaged constitution as „he is not the COPAC Spokes-

person‟. „I will not elevate those (Moyo‟s) opinions to the wrong sta-

tus‟, added Mangwana.  

Read the statement online on www.crisiszimbabwe.org 
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